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¥ Hork Requirements!!' ‘ 3 ;
| 1] :
2. ‘The situation of womwn im present dey Ia<tvia|is very hard: they m't not only do all

the jhousework bu ‘mlso have paying jobs in order %o help suppcrv ‘their familios. Mors
ovex;. there s u 'ule that all wvomen vhg do not have small chilldrcn;under 10 years of
age ghave +0 work {IThis rule does nut seem To|apply to all Sov 2% women, < g, the ‘
wives of the Sov; et olficers sta%ioned in Liepaja, but it is entarced strictly with |
repard t~ Latvians. Even 12 a wowan has szall chiidren, an 1nvenigat1on by the house
mugemnt detmine: whethsr the hurbedd earis enough to supert the' family; if not,‘
the l\r;i.f»- hes to |E’°‘ %te work. A friend cf] wine|who 1s a aressmﬁ:qr used to work at home
in fn.'der to stuyl with her children The houst munagement decided tha.t the husband's
sala*y vas too small vo support ~he Family and- the woman was told to - Join a dress-
making ertel in(two days or ci:e No speciflc threat was made), but the woman went. ‘
\womn ALLLLNE &% home ure sgspected of spe'ru]’ait.imi,j ! 50X1-HUM

3. "Wr)nLn do the fa.Ule Jebs ag gen: they =rel chaurfeurs, trausport Jorkér%;, +ractor and
comb1n9 drivers l{ In the factartes they |30 the unskilled <oarse yor};‘; they fetch and
ca.r:jv cart raw materials or refuss on wheelbdrrowe, carry beams in [the sawmills, evem

work es timber ﬁlo"vcterﬁ‘,_.x Some women wori in the administration), chiefly as clerks.
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 available,

There are alsc feémie =ilitiaesn

fire brigade. I
is 1000 rutles.

out such membership.
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in ’.‘xepa..)a there is even a fezale liesutenant of the
n private sne if alveys well dressed, and it ie said that her salary

Bhe =ust Te a CP member oc '"m:-dy can obtalin a position of trust with-
A womAan working ia a jawx.l for example, never earns more than

%50 rublee, for|which sbe c=z affcrd o Tuy onmiy ’.he vorst food and no clothes.

"Women may abeeit themselives from vork only 1if they producze & doctor's certificate; it 1s

Qquite meoniblnl'
she getz 27 uy*
sufficiently <1
baby after thooq
old it 18 no 1
at 2 creche vhi

‘Zhe Lazvians,

| they are at vori:
; Vithou* incomes,usually <o tnis for the:r food only.
! ¢lub together t

! for the ordinars
. per momrth

ovever,

Vo Keep & foor-year-cld child in one
. the childrez in [the erechss in Liepajx.
 Nobody mzkes them change when they ge% thelir feet wet.
. garten at every place of wvork.
. attend to thex.
i for the Soviet women lnvc them there f#r convenience s sake even if they are not
i working.

to take 2 day =f? o avient to family affairs. I a women im Tegnarct
of? before the tirth and 27 days af<er. Should her place of wvork be
t0 home she may go home for one or tvo bours at noontime *o feed her
27 daye. This may be dons for tvo montha.
r supposed 0 require ite mether'e care. It is supposed to be left
-the mother is at voerk,

saldoz leave their children &t <rechee or xindergartens. While

they engages some old womar to lock afier the zhildren

Scomtires several

The creches anid kindergar<:i-s are too expensive

veveral children: :t c¢o2=: 75 rubles
There 18 no mecicel examination of

The sick ancd vhe healthy play together.

Usually there 13 a kinder-

If it nas 50-60 children, there are two nuries to

The bulk of *the ckildrsn tn the kindergart srz are litstle Soviets,

eugAge ar old vomay,
mortal, especialiy 1f ore has

"Although work is suppowed "o give independence, the Latvian .omen do not value this

for v

" independence. They &ll say: Fcrn.-rly only the men cf the family used to work and
|, We had everytiring; now ve all slave together and do no% ever earn enough for proper
,Tood.' Of coursk, the Latvian vrmwrn are glad that derp'i*e everyshing there 18 wvork

hout 1t they woull

LTLeTVE OUtrig) All the better jobs go to

L VGl ‘

["IThe rrvire managemsnot wae Soviet and
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‘most inefficient
" done.

| fufoikns
‘ouT coating only
88 possible in thedr pover—o
‘surning old le‘xi

body trics o extg & 1isyl-
‘stolen from some
A Jumper or card:

Handxerchiefa ars

the towns.
black market. Sdnw woake pe

"At vork
4 ¢

commiaeion chop.

garm=ate for sale
and escld For L0
Som> go to the v
Othar

sell. Evarybody

the womym upually oo
Thon trousers snd

bt e v sze snpoinsed oy the CF town commttee nothing coulé be

GRT)TEA motton cOaTH OT fioviet mxie, ic called
heallers, unlinez, hard on the feet,
they atill try 42 be ac nicely dressed

.‘.ev»z aL howe , patching, wmending, end
g6 cnales: v o owomen hely each other with such work ., Every-
on the blick marke! they buy wool

60 rukles 1 n

Iome o tbre gide:

facvory non ce.Wnoniie shops), paytlng 120 rubies per kilogram.
gn gl o nooen]l fecsches up w7 350 ruvles io o go-called
Women 4152 Lnlt .t lalv Rershie. of wool ans sell them.

made up or o material ani teld. There are no foundatiun

in tnpe cnont ool ¢
Q rubles Goomer oo
limges o LUnILYE ant
3 pick beyrminr

wleren aye gsace Uy of soraps of material
N« feo% rudbles by mending runt in stoskings.
te buy & fow egge e sell at &« profit in
and nuohrroors in the Poreets and aell them on the

" c draw coloured posttarda (unavailable) to
omehow,

tries Lo tuvn o
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"nhen the baby is three montlks

Such old womer,
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Inte'ect in fun*ane persiste. In Riga ther- 1c & Fashion Centre vhere good l:"cilts ,e
rtv nice uodels. Bv(t tiere 1é - material ‘. zalke them up. Somehow one w&d to I
nov about 'o—eign Tashloms. A fashion paper finds itsway to Latvia via East Gq:r‘ﬁuny;
omen memorize the dresses worn by the stars in foreign films. The Soviet-mde dlothec
n| the shops are ‘for ork only as they ave norrible. For Sundays only home zade. || -
lothes are worn. Shf.nes are no% bought frcm <h~ stores, they are too hor-ribl-s] f'Gne i }, .

o]

rce'-s ther from ‘a pr.xvnte shommaker every Zourth or £ifth year at a price of MOO-h50

ublca. Durmgme day such a shoemaker vorks in anp a=tal. , &% nighttim= in hza(hane §
e|makes shoes for prilvate clisrnzs. 7The necessary leatbe:‘ he stzals fro= his artel I
r|buys on the blaci *g.rk‘e:. ] :t3 Q
Everybody c:enls} son!eth:.-.s gcmrwhers in Latvia wodsy and tbe Soviets are the ] l’dest
414:71:; It 1s most _rftpn froem them what cne cin buy things. Everybody knews ]vho
=1ls vhaz Pun“shm- x4 f:ct theft are heavy. In the th-paja sugar factory pcople have
e-cv-i ved five to sevep| Vears ¢ Torced labour for stealing 200 gr of gugar. .res

pn over €5 frox Ty Qi ife villags who wegethe:r ned 30ld about LLu iz fish on the‘

ltcr market, got‘ sev ‘rniyears each But nothing helps , one cannot live vitbcd
(
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'The i1ife ol & vomn n Latvia 14 all vork end very lit<tle sle=sp. Play does not
nter at sl e.ccept. :‘F:- toe young unmarried ones The day 1s spent in the followins '
menner: rising at rivel or six AT the latest, cooking breskfast, perfunctory houu- oo
lclm’ng. of * to the “ob at B, jurueing for food or other goods from 4 to 7, cooting | ;
1nunr an. doing houng ork until 11-12 o oo If asomething special is aeo0ld, auchi
lour, one bas tu .taFt queveinz in the middle of the night. The daily budget

0|ru'bles for & slinglc person and atleaét L, or 6C rubles for o family of four. l

1C.

3

N oo

11. 'La'.tvian parents ch {naving ko L1ff1culeisns with their children because of t.h]e htter' :
cmmiat 1ndoct'1mt on. . Many lLa+tvian children &are now in the Pionesr and Komsoinol ;
rmizntinna -;1 o:-der to finieh a cecounldary scheol and get decent wvork it 15‘ |a.bao-
.mely exgsntis’ for al ¢child to be a homsomosl mmrber The young people join bu‘ﬁ. with-
ut conviction. ',I‘he Soviets are perlec "y wvell avure of th < atvtitude and do n L ;
l.y much attentiun to| the Fombomol. fz.runteva<s . he Plioneer c-'sa.nization in |
ae ‘hope of getting hplé of the young ok #n WNO Nuve never csrn free L&tvia‘l All o
Lonecrs are taxun To| Campe every summer Icr three or our weexs. Cood food is pro- T
Lded, and real Fr“or 6 are made 0 Mie whe Canpe Attractive. It ia meiniy th*lou@z
::aze sanps that *he ch‘ldrw are lured t5 ‘oin the Ploneers. The application \1'.
nmttad to the duldren, the cor.ant a1 the perents 1s ast asked, Parents do .not
nre forbid thair| children to jcin as Shis =ight come out and be dangerous. Whm; thoy
ry ito do in %ell tha:ln about frees latvia and hint that the Soviets are not so 3ood.
o | v
‘ol ‘cages are }mm‘m [ ‘ 5% zhildren having betrayed ‘thIcir 50X1 _HUM
x"cznta The mrentﬂ Bre carerul, oL couree. .n the Jjournal PIONEER the childr‘on ;
re ieallrd upon t& repprt! all abeut heme li*e tut vhensver snything forbidden gou on
m“'e (e =z lutening] to VOA) th= smell c¢hildren (under 10) do not understand wdtthe
Lder omer {over 10) are clever ~nough to knov what may de told at schosl and vhut

ly not. The Lat'linn[ children are guise {ierce nationalists and heve tough fishtu with
Jvie. children. \wnnmn: any axdlasations from their parents they see the 1nf01710r1ty
[ [the Soviets to\ their ovn people. There are §t1ll) plemty of children who of their

m accord laugh at the ‘Piompeere ané ceoll thex ‘red sheep'. Feelinge about the‘ ]Kom-
Smol are not EO atrong ' Everybody knows that membership 16 necessary for the sake
flone’'s living. \Howwer the ccuatry youth, wvho go only to elemmntary school, | roruu

5 JoLn tha Komcml.

vegan‘s«vpo'—‘on-
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a2 the Zatslan parents much|more than the political indoctrinatiom of their
4 tha% soze dre srowing up ipteilittie rowdiss because they must be leoft
j.ch.  Wi<h both parents &t work, they run about in the streets and leara

: thers 1.|%s5 gquite paticilc to cee how hard the parents try not to let
Yrmir coiluren degenerate iato the hooligans that the Soviet children are; hitherto
el srel o gave oacceeded D 1

L)
[y}

Anpears: o uf Sov.et Women dn Latvia

: . | The Latvians
carnot arford dresses z'mde by a dressmmker; they make them at home. Hovever, a
Soviet major, for example, hac a salary of: 6000 rubles. |

15. "As very little decentmterial can be found in the shops, the officers' wives buy it
on the black market. The greatest dlack ;nrkcteers in Latvia are the wives of Soviet
officers, ecspecially those who have husbands stationed in East GCermany. When they
travel to and fro rromﬂxut Geramny, tpay,a.re not searched as ars ordinmary people.
They bring back loads of all sorts of werchandise, mostly textiles. Om arrival they
set up something like an uncfficisl chop, make up small batchee of samples of their
assortment and circulate these among t! o;rlrrim-. My clients often came to0 me with
such samples to ask xy|advice which to p!;bolo. The eamples imcluded wool, lace,silks,
brocsdes, cloth of gold and silver, velvet - everything that can be got in the West.
The average cost of a dress from such material is 2000 rubles plus the dressmaker's

fee of 200 rublcl.‘ — : | 50X1-HUM

16. "The Boviet women have|no taste and no| ides how to dress. They go to 8 dreosmaker
with material of & pattern that might at & stretch be made up into & housecomt, of,
red cotton with huge lilac flowers, and ask her to make a proper street dross out of
it. Most of these Soviet wamen know t&;}they have no dress senso, rely entirely on
the drecsmaker and take advice mtmily; They refuse even to look at the Moscow
fashion papers and ask| vhether there Ai-om any old French or German cnes. |What they

like best are very full styles, VOl\lﬂijﬂbﬂl’bOﬁh at the dust and from the waist down,

with vide slseves and s drosd belt. my1uv,oid low decclletagees, thinking thenm “

immodest. Fullness suggests riches to‘ them; what they want is opulence, nctial. aace .

The colours must alvays bs dbright; thcx hardly ever order a dark drsse. After \

has somghov mada a decent dress for themithey spoil the vhole affect by choosing ¢

wrong hair-do an. accessories. t is ¢ o/ usual thing to see a Soviet women dressed;

for example, in & n.u--lu'y aress, beige| shoes, mauve or yellow socks and & red 8

Those vho come £rum & stay in Germany have: mOTE cultivated tastes. They also we

foundation garments which the ‘ungpoily’ {goviet women never do, considering them

inconvenient. They use ‘old-fuhionod garters to hold up their stockings. Their
undervear is poor and never of ailk. XN ‘possesses 4 slip or & potticoat. |

D
W

17. "These Boviet ladies display their new| finery &t the Soviet clubs in LicpeJa whers
) dances snd entertainments are fraquent.. A lot of drinking goes om. The lsdies Arink
| Just @8 much as the men md are &8 [Oisy 4 disorderly. They frequently 2ight vith their

husbands in the street) us.ug .ut most| terrible abuse. |

18. "The Eoviet womsn go in for & lot of cf stics and perfume. The Soviet-zmde faca

’ powder is coarse, aund as the ladies use the lightust shades , often pure whitey they
look as if they had dipped their faces }ixfxto e flour bin. A small bottle of decent
perfume costs 100 rubles. This is expensive, 80 tine Soviet vomen, who feel that they
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iinltvslkincclmd of perfume,
I'quite freguently.
‘ vm'hqu absadopcd msictup altogethor. 1

_ “A permament vave costs 20-30

| msnt can’' bs used every second ! ert : ’
. 43 how the Soviet women walk about. Thev seldcm have their hair set, which costsfive rubles.

. A.mrcel vave costs 5.50 rubles.
' bad and does not last over tvo days. |

| Bl |l |
CIA-RDP80-00809A000500040188-7

|

fven the mn use perfume

often use chesp varieties. :
bed quality, t.bq Latvian

Becsuse the Soviet cosmotics ]lre of such

¥ i
| ig! ‘ | I
| As the sppropriste oils are not available.

Tubles. . :
bair so that the treat-

It damsges both|scalp amd

amaonia is used as u substitute. soth | ‘ ‘
cnly. The rasult is a crinkly caiffure, and that

year

|

|

A manicme :oﬁt 3-5 rudbles but the nail ecamol is

| | .
"There A‘ra about ton beauty-parlours in mpt.ic.,HM are| patrorized chiefly by the
Bovm-.i The latvians use their 1urvicu canly fer lp.ci.ulhvpatn, a wedding, etc.

The girls at these parlours are bedly paid: a!/manicurs girl 'get. 200 rubles plus &
soall percentags; a bairdresser, |300. They all vlprk privately at homs in tt‘m evenings,

Ll

in sreat; secrecy.” R ‘
‘ P : 1

| -ona-

L

Lo ;

Us OFFchAfx.s ;}NLY

; CONFIDENTIAL| i

SECURITY. INFORMATION

| SR

|

| z

| N |
| e : |
[ o :
T |
CIA-RDP80-00809A000500040188-7 |

50X1-HUM



